
 First year of teaching one of my main goals is to not let the department/school 
district tell me how to run a classroom. However, to find how exactly I want to run it will 
take some time. But with the help of some organizations and connections, I will be 
hopeful that I won’t feel so alone. 

This Mathematical Inquiry II class has opened my mind to many resources to help 
connect with people from the math community. Twitter has seemed to be much more 
than what I expected. When you hear social media, the first thing you think of is “ugh 
more drama and things I don't want to read or don't need to know,” but this class has 
shown me it can be used for connecting with people professionally. In the future, Twitter, 
and maybe even another social media that I seem to be comfortable with, will be used to 
connect with the math community. This connection will show help broaden by views by 
connecting with people from other states and even countries. I would also have a website, 
like a wordpress. In my experience for professors having their own websites, I have felt 
like they are helpful for students to refer to.  

Other organizations that would be useful would of course be NCTM, although I 
found the broadcasts very boring, the articles that they put out are interesting and useful, 
even if I don't agree with them. It is good to see other viewpoints on certain subjects. I 
thought the last conference we watched was very helpful. I would hope to find through 
connections more like this and connect with people this way. As well as other math 
people in the communities blogs and websites are helpful to find more ways to connect 
and other interesting things in math and math communities. 

Overall, this class opened my mind to more resources online to connect with 
people. I feel that is the most important thing in teaching since teaching ideas and 
strategies should be criticized by more than just your own district and by other math 
teachers in the community.  


